Neuropsychological outcome of children after radiotherapy for intracranial tumours.
With the aim of determining the neuropsychological disturbances associated with cranial radiotherapy in the child, a cross-sectional study was carried out on 25 survivors of medial-edge intracranial tumours. Children irradiated for intracranial tumours experienced deterioration mainly in visual attention and memory, but also in verbal fluency, full-scale IQ, and performance IQ and all its subtests, compared with control groups. This deterioration progressed with time, finally involving at least abstract thought and verbal skills. The pattern of damage by irradiation varied according to the degree of brain maturity, therefore the younger the child at irradiation, the greater the decline in IQ and visual-constructive abilities, and the earlier the deterioration of visual memory and verbal skills.